
Tips for Safer Partying  
Find important tips for hosting a responsible party below. Note that these tips are 

not exhaustive. Always remember that when hosting a gathering you are assuming 

responsibility for any issues that may take place. Please refer back to the Party 

Registry form on Blugold Connect + for program rules.    

Please also remember to share this information with anyone involved in hosting 

the party!  

• Register your party! Registering your party can help you avoid a possible 

noise citation of $400+. Only tenants of the residence may register a party, 

so do NOT register other people’s properties for the Party Registry System. 

• Discuss party expectations with your roommates before you host a 

gathering. Things to consider include date, timeframe, house rules, number 

of people, what you will provide guests (consider food), who will be the 

sober host, who will chat with the neighbors, etc.   

• Notify your neighbors in advance and provide them with the phone 

number of the host.    

• Designate a host to control music volume, access to the party, watch for 

outside disturbances, and address any interactions with the neighbors or 
police. Behaviors of people coming and going to the party are often most 

disruptive to neighbors, not the party itself. Make sure the host is monitoring 

the foot traffic to and from the party and checking the backyard.   

• Think before you post! Posting your get-together using social media can 

lead to out-of-control parties, unwanted guests, and unwanted behaviors. 

Remember, as a party host you are responsible for what happens at and as a 

result of your party, including the actions of others.   

• Understand the difference between unreasonable noise and nuisance 
gathering. The Party Registry System only provides a potential warning for 

unreasonable noise. The Prohibition of Noise Ordinance is in effect 24 hours 

a day, as shown here in the list of ordinances for the City of Eau Claire. 

Ordinances addressed with registering your party including 9.56.070 and 

9.56.075 are covered by the Party Registry System for the first-time offense, 

but nuisance gatherings are NOT covered! Nuisance gatherings cover other 

issues that occur on your property and/or extend past the property line: foot 

https://cglink.me/2oF/s376
https://cglink.me/2oF/s376
https://www.nonoise.org/lawlib/cities/ordinances/Eau%20Claire,%20Wisconsin.pdf


traffic to and from your gathering, disrupting neighbors, public urination, 

leaving trash in yards, trampling bushes, jumping fences, etc., or unlawful 

consumption or possession of alcohol and/or marijuana. When tenants 

(hosts) are held responsible, their liability is the forfeiture (fine) and a 
potential nuisance property designation (if there have been multiple 

violations over time). Remember that YOU are responsible for your guests’ 

actions!  

• Do not engage in disorderly behavior: State law prohibits anyone from 

engaging in violent, abusive, indecent, profane, boisterous, unreasonably 

loud, or otherwise disorderly conduct under circumstances in which the 

conduct tends to cause or provoke a disturbance (Wisconsin State Statute 

947.01). Penalties for this offense could include a civil fine or a Criminal 
Misdemeanor charge, which is punishable by up to 90 days in jail and a 

$1000 fine. 

• Be mindful of noise to and from your party: Neighbors typically report that 

it is the behaviors of people “coming and going” to the party they find most 

disruptive, not the party itself. Encourage your guests to be quiet and 

respectful before they come and when they leave as well as when in the front 

or backyard. 

• Do not provide alcohol to minors. It is illegal. If you’re in doubt of 
someone’s age, protect yourself and don’t serve. If you provide alcohol to 

minors it is civil forfeiture. 

• Keep the size reasonable so your party stays in line with the capacity of 

your residence and does not disturb your neighbors.   

• Be proactive by asking for help. If you’re uncomfortable with the size of 

your party, people will not leave when asked, or if people are acting in a 

threatening manner, please do not hesitate to call Eau Claire Police Services 

at (715) 839-4972 and ask for assistance in breaking up your party before 

things get out of control. 

• Stay informed on Backyard Fire Pit Ordinances. Please refer to Eau Claire 

city ordinances here for more information on hosting backyard fire pits. 

• Be cooperative towards neighbors, police, and others who come to discuss 

issues. Don’t make the situation or citation worse. When the police arrive, all 

guests need to leave.   

https://www.google.com/search?q=eau+claire+police+non+emergency+number+&sxsrf=ALiCzsYjxlSnBZ0Z8NZnhHBjd3mAaFW4xQ%3A1662920710092&ei=BigeY5iYBYDIptQPkZKXgAg&ved=0ahUKEwiYs9uxro36AhUApIkEHRHJBYAQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=eau+claire+police+non+emergency+number+&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyAggmOg0IABBHENYEELADEMkDOggIABCSAxCwAzoKCAAQRxDWBBCwAzoFCAAQgAQ6BggAEB4QFjoFCAAQhgNKBAhBGABKBAhGGABQoAVYzw5g1w9oAXABeAGAAcEBiAGdCJIBAzIuNpgBAKABAcgBCcABAQ&sclient=gws-wiz
https://townshipfire.org/burning_policy_%26_ordinance/tfd_burning_ordinance.pdf


• Get a safe ride. When clearing out your party, help your guests find a safe 

ride home. Have them use the UWEC Safe Ride and Safe Walk program 

(which can be found here), or encourage them to use Uber or Lyft. 

• Clean up all trash resulting from your party and follow up with your 
neighbors the next day. Your neighbors may be more tolerant of your next 

party if they see that you care about how your party may have impacted the 

neighborhood.  

 

 

https://www.uwec.edu/police/safewalk-saferide/
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